























Today’s schools need discipline

Charles Olito
Freedom Party Candidate

Q.How would youimprove
education in the province?

A. Well I am a former teacher. The
number one thing we need back in
schools is discipline. I have to back track
alittle, the opening of the system back in
the seventies made teachers vie for stu-
dents. That is very much the case today
too, that means the first indicators that
we had were in the mid- seventies, when
Erivate businesses no longer came to the

ouseholds to hire technical students,
that was the first indicator that the stan-
dards have gone, so we can no longer
count on the quality student. We were ac-
tually hiring grade 12 students out of
technical because we knew they had the
ability. These students could go out and
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were making up their mind about
whether they want to go onto something
else and whether they want to go to uni-
versity. When that happened, these peo-
ple shifted into colleges because in the
early seventies Georgian College where
some of my students went, had to pay tu-
ition for a whole year, and they were
wandering around shops wondering
what they wanted to do. Now isn't that a
waste of time and money? You know

mind? I was in the RAF recruiting office
and they gave me a list with 300 trades
on it and said choose one.

Itis a waste of time for someone to pay
tuition and be wandering around and do
nothing for a whole year.

Q.Current MPP Chris Hodgson has
clout being a former cabinet minister.
That has resulted in a lot of funding
coming to the riding. How would you
plan to fill those shoes being a new can-
didate?

A. Listen'mﬁ\to the people would be
the first thing that I would attempt to do.
I would also form a constituents assem-
bly of interested people and that would
be people from all walks of life and all
parties, and more or less concerned citi-
zens who have opinions and ideas and I
would be doing a lot of listening. That is

ond thing is that you have to serve the

eople and you have to take back to par-
iament the things that need to be ad-
dressed and also what is very important
which I have not seen happen is when

ou are in the house as an elected mem-
ger, if there are any areas that come up
from legislation or any &)roblems arise
that impact your riding, I feel it is up to
you the elected representative, to take
that back to the people and let them
know about it. That is important and I
haven't seen that happen in years. So ba-
sically listening to people and finding out
where people stand, what their needs are
and taking it back to the proper sources
because you are not always dealing with
legislation so you take to the proper
sources in government and see what you
can do. Anything that comes down that
impacts your riding it is up to you to
bring it back to the people.

work and make a living wage while they
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how long it took me to make up my
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the first thing that I have to do. The sec-

Headline - Today’s schools need discipline
' - Charles Olito

At Left (where else?): Well at
least they have them facing in the
right direction...

‘In my day,” explains Charles Olito in re-
sponse to the Lindsay Daily Post’s mean-spirited
March 4, 2003 editorial cartoon, “a subject was referred
to as a discipline. Mathematics is a discipline. Litera-
ture is a discipline. From science to physical
education, these are all disciplines.”

In an intellectually dishonest portrayal, the
Lindsay Daily Post used its own headline (which could
more accurately have read ‘Today's schools need
disciplines’) to launch an ad hominem attack on Olito.
This would lead any reader who had not read the
actual content of the original essay under the headline
to believe that Olito advocated some form of conformity
and the use of corporal punishment.

It's a poor joke, given that neither of these
issues is even mentioned by Olito. There is no doubt,
as readers can see by our reproduction of the original
essay (above, from the Lindsay Daily Post, March 20,
2003), that by ‘discipline’ Olito was referring to objec-
tively defined subjects and an integrated curriculum for
students who are near graduating age (grade 12 and
higher).  The small children depicted in the cartoon
have a long way to go before they have to worry about
choosing a discipline of this nature.

What it is that would motivate the editors of the Daily Post to first misrepresent Olito’s position, then to condemn their own

misrepresentation, is something we leave for the reader to decide.

A great irony exists in the fact that government monopoly schools are the very thing that lead to conformity, political correctness
(zero tolerance-forced conformity-forced funding) and mediocrity in education. Freedom Party’s policy of choice in schools would go a long
way to alleviate the very condition depicted in the cartoon, and which exists in the government-run schools of today. {end}
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London-West ca

By Joe Scott
The Reporter

If a provincial election isn’t
announced already, it soon will be,
and would-be leaders will line up
for a shot at the provincial throne.

But locally, there’s an equally
exciting run shaping up, as many
candidates hope to claim the limited
number of MPP spots avail-able.

In the London-West riding alone,
there are four candidates who are
certain they are the best men or women
for the job. Let’s look at those
candidates.

Bob Wood, Progressive
Conservative, Incumbent.

Tale of the tape — age: 55,
years in politics: 42, including
eight as MPP of London-West.

Bob Wood is the most seasoned
of the four candidates, with a resume
that reflects his experience. He has
been chairman or co-chair of several
political task forces and committees.

Platform: Wishes to democratize
the legislative process even more. He
has seen his constituency increase by
120,000 people over the past eight
years, and wants to represent them
even better . He said he has the second-
largest number of bills and proposals
in the provincial legislation, and plans
to see them through to fruition. Also
wants to restore many of the lost
programs in the London Health
Sciences Centre and will try to make
sure those programs are always
available to Londoners.

Quotable: “] think Ernie Eves is
the most effective leader out of the
three (leading candidates.) I'm looking
forward to the election. I enjoy

IT PAYS TO GET IN THE RACE EARLY!

Above: An article from The Reporter (April 2003), a
South London community newspaper, focuses on the

e

Progressive Conservative

campaigning and | enjoy meeting
people. It’s going to be a lot of work,
but it’s also going to be a lot of fun.”

Chris Bentley, Liberal.

Tale of the tape — age: 47,
years in politics: none

This newcomer is very excited
about the upcoming election as well,
and likes his chances considering his
inexperience. He has owned and
operated a small law firm in London
for many years, and has always held
a keen interest in politics. He says
that London-West needs a strong
voice, which he’s convinced he can
be, and being elected MPP would
allow him to speak to a broader range
of people. He lives in the riding, and
knows many constituents well. He
has run in three Boston Marathons,
so he’s ready for the long haul.

Platform: Bentley names two
key issues that are important to him
in this election; health care and
education. As a Liberal, he feels that
the current government has taken too
much emphasis away from those two
issues, and will work toward restoring
the infrastructure of those programs.

He said the Liberals have a plan
for education, and that is to make

Chris Bentley,
— Liberal

education work for Ontarians again,
not work for the government alone.
That includes public schools, not just
private. The Liberal choice is
education for all.

Quotable:

“I’m going to stand up and
speak out for the interests of the peo-
ple of the (London-West riding.) 1
intend to speak for the community
we want. I will also ensure that we
reinvest in education, and start to fix
the health care system that the To-
ries have let deteriorate.”

William Frampton, Freedom
Party, (vice president.)

Tale of the tape — age: 45,
years in politics: about 16.

Frampton may be a newcomer
to this race, but he assures all that
he’s no babe in the woods when it
comes to political maneuvering. He
has run for MPP three times in the
past, but all were in different cities
and different ridings. He is a
computer programmer/analyst by
trade who was born in London, but
spent time in Ottawa before moving
back to the area. Although the
Freedom Party might not have much
of a profile in the area, he feels he

ndidates gear up for tight provincial race

William Frampton,
Freedom Party

can raise its standing in the province
if he is elected.

Platform: The Freedom Party’s
platform is based on common-sense
solutions to three serious issues that
are prevalent in politics today.
Frampton names health care,
education and public electricity as
those issues. They believe in a better
and more accountable government,
one that can be easily accessed by
the common populace and held
accountable for its actions.

Quotable: “I feel that the
established parties do not have
sensible, workable solutions to these
(three) problems and we do. There
are people out there who are looking
for common-sense solutions, and our
party is putting them forward. It will
show the established parties that there
is a call for those types of solutions.”

Patricia Dalton, NDP

Tale of the tape — age: 43,
years in politics: none.

Although Dalton is a newcomer
to the riding, she has been a secondary
school teacher for 15 years. Therefore
she likely remembers the fight that the
teachers had with Tory Premier Mike
Harris six years ago, when the teachers
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Patricia Dalton,
NDP

struck. She sees politics as a way to
expand her horizons and get her voice
out to the government, speaking for
her constituents. She speaks
vehemently about the “‘shambles” that
democracy is in throughout this
province, and vows to help restore
some of that democratic system, riding
by riding if she has to.

Platform: The NDP has always
held high regard for Canada’s social
system, and now seeks to “repair the
damage done to it in the past decade.”
The party’s catchphrase is “Public
Power,” in which supporters look to
restore power to the people by
encouraging voter turnout and
participation in public issues among
the populace. She is excited, if a little
nervous, leading up to her first
election, and is looking forward to
getting her feet wet.

Quotable: “I have strong
convictions that the Tories have
decimated this province with their
policies. We wish to give power back
to the people and restore democracy
to the province. We're going to ensure
that publicly funded resources are kept
in the public’s hands. We feel that we
(NDP) are the only party that is
strongly advocating that.”

St. Thomas Times-Journal, Monday, February 24, 2003 — 5
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Monteith carries
Freedom hopes

First candidate for Ontario election

tight electoral race in London West, where Freedom
Party candidate Bill Frampton is featured as one of
the four early candidates in the riding.

On the Right: - from the St. Thomas Times-Journal
(February 24, 2003) Freedom Party's candidate for
Elgin-Middlesex-London, Ray Monteith, was the first
to declare his candidacy in the riding.

By TIMES-JOURNAL STAFF

Ray Monteith is off and
running.

The perennial Freedom

Party candidate has been

=35 nominated

“Xd by the party

] to run in the

4] next provin-

cial election

in  Elgin-
N Middlesex-
2 London.
A MONTEITH Montei-

th, a former Conrail em-
ployee, is the first candi-
date nominated in the
riding.

“Eves’ days are num-
bered,” said Monteith in a
press release. “Freedom
Party’s platform of choice
in education, competition
in health care, and priva-

tizing electricity are ab-
solutely necessary to
avoid the disastrous con-
sequences of our ‘wishy-
washy’ premier’s actions.
Ontarians need to under-
stand how Eves’ cap on
electricity is forcing them
to subsidize big business
through their taxes. We
are facing black outs,
brown outs and rationed
health care. This kind of

reckless mismanagement
has to stop.”

In the 1999 provincial
election Monteith cap-
tured 405 votes in Elgin-
Middlesex-London, just
over nine-tenths of one
per cent of the valid bal-
lots cast in the riding,
leading the three fringe
candidates.

Liberal Steve Peters
won with 20,417 votes.
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"MORTAGE DEDUCTION

ANALYSIS

Foes’plan a

watered-down
U.S. model

JONATHAN CHEVREAU

N ear the top of the list of tax
advantages enjoyed by
Americans over Canadians is de-
ductibility of mortgage interest.
News the Ontario Conservatives
are considering a similar tax
break — oneronce embraced by
federal Conservative leader Joe
Clark — was greeted with faint
enthusiasm by tax professionals.

“I'd love to see it because I still
have a mortgage,” says Harry
Uhrig, tax partner with Missis-
sauga-based BDO Dunwoody
LLP.

According to Statistics Canada,
about five million homeowners
are still paying off their mortgage.

But at best, Ontario is consider-
ing a watered down version of the
type of break American home-
OWners enjoy.

First, the Ontario plan would ap-
ply only to provincial tax payable,
not the federal portion.

Second, it would apply to 50% of
mortgage interest, not the 100%
Americans have:

Third, it would take five years to
get there. As with Ontario’s private
school tax credit, the mortgage de-
duction would be phased in grad-

ually, starting at just 10%.

As we saw with last year’s Tory
budget, such promises are often
subject to postponement or retrac-
tion.

Americans can deduct mortgage
interest and property taxes on two
homes, Uhrig says.

However, those with very high
incomes have the deduction
“carved back.”

Integration with the federal tax
regime would be problematic un-
less Ottawa amended federal tax
laws to allow a similar deduction,
warns Paul Hickey, national tax
partner for Toronto-based KPMG.

John Manley, the federal Finance
Minister, said Ottawa won't con-
sider a similar tax break.

But if the idea did spread to Ot-
tawa and other provinces, it would
radically change attitudes about
home ownership and investing.

Canadians pay off mortgages as
fast as possible because interest is
paid with precious after-tax dollars.
The first pillar of retirement plan-
ning here is to be mortgage-free.

By contrast, Americans avoid
paying off their mortgages quickly.
They end up paying more interest
to the banks but less taxes. It’s not
unusual to find Americans in their
70s or 80s still paying mortgages,
Uhrig says.

“It's ingrained. Theyll run up
credit card debt and refinance the
house to get deductible interest.”

While tricky, Canadians with
substantial non-registered invest-
ments can already deduct mort-
gage interest. They sell the securi-
ties, use the proceeds to pay off the
mortgage, then repurchase the
portfolio with tax deductible in-
vestment loans.

Those with modest incomes can
practice a variation of this called
The Smith Maneuver, a book by
Victoria, B.C.-based Fraser Smith.

“Offering mortgage deductibility
to beleaguered taxpayers is a great
election ploy,” said Smith yester-
day.

Smith thinks Ernie Eves, the On-
tario Premier, would leave a
greater legacy by introducing On-
tarians to similar techniques
which require a commitment to

divert freed-up taxes to invest-_

ments rather than consumption.
That would take pressure off gov-
ernment coffers in the future.

Canadians have been “screwed”
by government tax policy, Smith
says, because they are discouraged
from using home equity. “At the
end of their lives, people realize
they have a nice house paid off but
no income. Then they have todoa
reverse mortgage at 65 to get
enough income to live on.”

It also defeats their original pur-
pose of passing the family home
on tothe children.

Then there’s the oft-cited fact
Canadians don’t pay tax on capital
gains when they sell their princi-
pal residence for more than they
originally paid. Apologists for high
Canadian taxes often cite this dif-
ference but Americans also have
this tax break, Uhrig says. A U.S.
couple can realize up to
US$500,000 from home appreci-
ation jointly every two years, tax-
free. For an individual, it’s
US$250,000.

Several observers panned the
proposals as a cynical election ploy.
Paul McKeever, leader of the On-
tario Freedom Party, would “rather
see a tax rate decrease or a single
flat rate than picking and poking
on various bits of politically expedi-
entvote-oriented tax policy”

Uhrig suggests that if Ontario
wants to adopt the U.S. model,
they should go all the way and also

ed.

“Then any homeowner would
have a deduction, as opposed to
just the guy who hasn’t paid off his
mortgage.” That wouldn’t be too
big a stretch, since Ontario al-
ready gives renters tax credits
and low-income homeowners a
property tax credit.

Financial Post

Jjchevreau@nationalpost.com

allow property taxes to be deduct-
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At Left: -from the Na-
tional Post, Saturday,
April 5, 2003.

Freedom  Party
leader Paul McKeever is among
the critics cited who are skeptical
of Ernie Eve's potential mortgage
tax deduction plan. As Financial
Post columnist Jonathan Chevreau
himself observes: "As we saw
with last year's Tory budget, such
promises are often subject to post-
ponement or retraction."

When you can't trust the PCs, who
ya gonna call? Tax Busters!
Freedom Party. We don't tinker
with taxes - we reduce them!

Freedom Party

Still right for Ontario!
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