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Freedom Briers ... 
( ... cont'd from previous page) 

wages , the purpose of unions, and the basic 
differences in philosophies between labour, 
business , and government. 

Once again, video copies are available to 
those interested. Just contact Fp for details. 

[]J 30 MEET TO DISCUSS 
FREEDOM PARTY 

GLENARM (March 12, 1996) - Fp pre­
sident Robert Metz took advantage of local 
activist Jim McKee's ki nd offer to visit his 
home and meet with members of the com­
munity to discuss Freedom Party and its 
perspectives on the issues. Accompanied by 
Fp Perth county constituency president 
Robert Smink, Metz described Freedom 
Party to the thirty attendees as a political 
party which is dedicated to individual rights, 
not group rights. 

Metz stressed that all Fp policies are 
tempered by its recognition that " government 
is force," and that force, even when exercised 
by government, is only justifiable in self­
defence." On specific issues ranging from 
welfare to Quebec separation , Metz fielded 
questions for about two hours. The evening 
ended with coffee and snacks and some 
one-on-one discussions with people in atten­
dance. 

We wish to take this opportunity to extend 
our appreciation to Jim McKee, not only for his 
hospitality, but for his efforts aimed at creating 
an informed electorate in his community . 

[]J Fp EXECUTIVE CHANGES 

LONDON (March , 1996) - Citing conside­
rat ions related to accommodating Freedom 
Party 's growth, Fp vice-president Lloyd 
Walker announced his resignation of his 
executive status to Fp 's executive at their 
March 17 executive meeting. Lloyd will , howe­
ver, continue to work on the various Fp 
projects he has undertaken. 

Another change in Fp's executive occur­
red at its previous executive meeting on 
February 21 . As of that date, Robert Vaughan 
is no longer provincial secretary , but continues 
to be an executive member as Freedom 
Party 's education crit ic, a ro le that better 
parallels his increased obligations and work as 
trustee on London 's Board of Education. 

We invite anyone interested in consider­
ing getting involved at Freedom Party 's 
provincial executive level , in any capacity , to 
contact Robert Metz at Fp's London offices for 
further details. Getting involved is easier than 
you may think . 

Freedom Flyer 5. 5 

[]J WALKER OFFERS NEW 
DIRECTIONS FOR 
WORKERS' 
COMPENSATION REFORM 

TORONTO (March 8, 1996) - In response 
to the provincial government's Discussion 
Paper on Workers' Compensation Reform, 
Fp vice-president Lloyd Walker, on behalf of 
Freedom Party , submitted a 32-page presen­
tation to the Honourable Cam Jackson, 
Minister Without Portfolio, Responsible for 
Workers' Compensation Reform. 

Among Walker's 32 specific recommen­
dations were the following : a return to the 
concept of accident insurance as opposed to 
social assistance, premiums based on risk and 
performance, premium discounts for meeting 
specific and stated accident prevention pro­
grams, curtailment of the expanding mandate 

1996 

of WCAT, introduction of a deductible, and the 
use of the "Dutch Clock" principle as an 
incentive to return to work . 

Walker's recommendations were made 
under the assumption that the government 
was not in any hurry to privatize Workers 
Compensation. However, he did offer that 
option as a final solution to the problems that 
plague the program. 

"Government is not an insurance com­
pany," he concluded. "While this should be 
obvious, it does need to be stated. We must 
strongly suggest that the business of accident 
insurance be turned over to the private sec­
tor." 

Copies of Freedom Party's submission 
on Workers ' Compensation Reform are avail­
able to readers on request. Please call or write. 
< END > 

Education Budget Hearings ... 

HOSTILE REACTION TO METZ 
PRESENTATION GRINDS HEARINGS 

TO A HALT 
LONDON (March 6, 1996) - In the middle 

of his presentation to London Board of 
Education trustees on their 1996 operating 
budget, Fp president Robert Metz was sud­
denly cut off and prevented from continuing by 
the chair. 

Heather Wice, chairperson of the 
Board 's Budget Committee, interrupted Metz 
by warning him to refrain from "attacking a 
particular individual " on the board . Although 
Metz's written and oral presentation neither 
attacked nor mentioned any trustee by name, 
he was stopped when he quoted from the 
budgetary philvsophy of the Board's chairper­
son as delivered in his inaugural address : 
" Programs should not be driven by the 
budget ; programs should drive the budget. " 

It was the second time that Metz was 
prevented from continuing a presentation 
before the Board, the last being on March 28, 
1992 when then-budget chair Bill Brock 
attempted to prevent him from discussing 
costs related to the "child-centered " method of 
teaching, known loosely as "whole language." 
(Written transcripts of that confrontation are 
available on request.) 

Brock is currently chairperson of the 
Board. 

Fortunately , trustee Robert Vaughan 
(also Fp's provincial secretary) challenged the 
chair's decision. 

Wice argued that Metz's comments were 
not related to budget issues, which was a 
remarkable charge in light of the fact that 
previous submissions made to the board 
included children singing, interest groups 
pleading their cases for continued funding, 
and one group that even used "Lifesavers" 
candy projected on an overhead to make its 
case for continued funding! 

A vote was taken to determine whether 
trustees supported Wice 's decision to prevent 
Metz's referring to the chairperson 's inaugural 
address. It was supported by all, with the 
exception of trustees Vaughan and Thomas 
McClenaghan. 

Discussion ensued and eventually Wice 
permitted Metz to conti nue, provided that he 
" refrain from personal attack", even though no 
such attacks were ever implied in any way. 

(cont'd on back cover ... ) 

[]J AL8.igbt: -two separate articles on health 
care and Freedom Party, from the London 
Free Press (September 27, 1995) and the 
October 1995 Onawa Times_ 
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Cutbacks, closures, waiting lists forcing moves towards free-market refonns 

Experts Consider Alternatives to Medicare 
Timothy 81oedow 

HEALTH 

The value of choice has 
been thrust into the forefront 
of political debate about 
Canada 's socialized medical 
system with the recent repon 
of Canadians dying in record 
numbers waiting for surgery 
at the Ottawa Civic Hospital. 
The conflict between Fed­
eral Health Minister, Diane 
Marleau (Sudbury), and the 
provincial health ministers 
seems also to be consolidat­
ing around the issue of free­
dom as discussion goes 
deeper than the expected 
verbal bantering over one­
tier or two. 

$11,700 and the $3 million 
requested by the hospital 
from the provincial govern­
ment could take ISO people 
off the waiting list. 

Canadians. He declared that 
governments that can not or 
will not fund health services, 
but also will prevent people 
from seeking independent 
alternatives within the coun­
try, are "condemn[ing those) 
patients to death." 

In the past 17 months, 27 
Canadians have died whilst 
waiting for hean sur~ery at 
the Civic, contributwg to 
questions about the morality 
of Canada's medical system 
as people try to fwd some­
one, or something, to blame. 

Today's medical system is 
the legacy of Pearson's Lib­
eral government which pro­
vided national legislative 
force to the principle of uni­
versality first established 
provincially in Saskatche­
wan. In 1984, the federal 
Liberal government legis­
lated the Canada Health Act , 
which Stephen Brooks, 
spokesman for Dr. Grant Hill 
(Reform - MacLeod), Re­
form Health Critic, said was 
instituted essentially to 
"blackmail" Alberta for ex­
tra-billing, but also en­
trenched the government's 
opposition t~ privately pro. 
vlded essentIal servIceS. 

In the light of the present 
escalation in deaths of peo­
ple awaiting hean surgery 
(the average number pre­
viously was four to five per 
year), however, Dr. Wilbert 
Keon, director of the Ottawa 
Hean Institute, has chal­
lenged the ethic of eliminat­
ing this free choice ' ficin' 

The Hean Institute advises 
patients who want to do so to 
register with other hospitals 
that have shorter waiting 
lists in neighbouring cities 
like Toronto. Danielle Cote, 
Community Relations Offi­
cer for the Institute, how­
ever, said that it is not in the 
practise of advising patients 
to consider travelling to the 
U. S. where they could get 
treatment almost immedi­
ately. 

The debate over responsi­
bility for such tragedies has 
not yet reached the federal 
level. Mrs. Marleau said re­
cently that " the Canada 
Health Act [CHA) is alive 
and well and able to take on 
the challenges of the future," 
adding that it is "one of Can­
ada 's proudest achievements 

Waiting lists have 320 
names while operating 
rooms sit dark and empty 
two days a week because of 
lack' <if funds. The average 
cost of hean surgery is 

MEDICINE 

. an affmnation of Can­
ada 's commitment to human 
dignity." 

.SEP 2 7 1995 

A new way to fund health care 
It's time to fix the 

SPEAKER'S medicare problem, 

Murray Hopper 
IS mnnager of 
specia I projecu 
for the Freedom 
Po rty of OnUlrllJ, 

By Murray Hopper 

A 1983 publication called Preserving 
Universal Medicare, by Monique 
Begin , then the federal health minister. 
revealed problems with government de­
livery of that servtce. 

At that time, I accurately described 
the medicare scene in the London 
Metro bu\1etin: 

"Medicare in Canada has become the 
object of a nattonal shOUting-match; 
federal politictans bicker back and 
forth with their provincial counter· 
parts about the sharing of ever-escalat­
Ing costs; the hea\th-eare bureaucracy 
and the man in the street castigate the 
'wicked ' doctors for daring to extra·bill 
or require user fees; doctors, in their 
turn, resent growing government intru· 
sion into matters medical; and above 
all the chaos, hell· bent for election on 
her white medicare charger, rides 
Monlque Begin, who by advocating fur­
ther coercive legislatton, seeks to paper 
over the cracks, end the tumult , and re­
store domesttc tranquillity." 

Twelve years later, it's deja vu: It was 
chaos and coercion then; it is confusion 
and compuls ion now. And it could not 
have been olherwlse, given the total I· 
tarlan origin of our health-eare system. 

In the 1880s, as part of a plan to cre­
ate a special brand of soc tal Ism for Ger· 
many, Otto von Bismarck introduced 
government medical c;'\ re , and before 
the end of the century had put in place 
all the other apparatus of the w(>ifare 
state. His avowed purpose was to make 

all Gennans so dependent on their gov­
ernment they would obey, without 
question, any order of the Kaiser and 
his military machine. 

It is a bitter Irony those very "isms" 
(socialism, communism) we then 
fought against have entered Canada 
through the back door, giving us a sys­
tem that can only be described as a 
semibenevolent fascism. No wonder 
we're in trollble. 

Consider the defects ofOHIP, a poor 
excuse for a health-insurance plan. 
bereft of all essential actuarial princt· 
pIes such as (1) a premium that covers 
payout; (2) a premium that reflects ex­
perience; and (3) a deductible that 
would require Canadians to pay direct· 
Iy for ordinary day·t<>-day medical ex· 
penses. Our fi rst priority should be 
restoration of these prinCiples. 

Let's set up a "Canadian assistance 
wtth medical expense organization," a 
prtvate agency to (a) pay premiums for 
those unable to do so, and (h) protect 
everyone against medical catastrophe. 
Finance this by allowing taxpayers to 
give to it, sa.y. 10 per cent of their In· 
come tax payable for a l()()..per-cent ta..x 
credit. 

Canadians would accept these 
changes, s ince we are al ready used. to 
the deductibles required by the campa· 
nies that insure cars or houses. We un­
ders tand wit hout that deductible. first ­
doll;}f coverage would be unaffordable. 

Since the inception of our flawed 
mcd icare syste m. it has dec lined year 
by year, staggering from cris is to crisis. 
and wi ll continue 10 do so lmtil COtTCC' 

tivt' lll('aSllres an' in lroduced. 
And rClnrmbl'r this: We probably do 

nol have all o tllt~ r I:.! year~. 

Her commitment to the 
CHA led her to order the 
provincial governments to 
bring their medical systems 
in line with the Act by Octo­
ber 15. She has persisted 
with that demand, refusing 
to confirm reports broadcast 
on September 24 that, in or­
der to fend off confrontation 
with Alberta, she would be­
gin to permit private clinics 
to offer fee-based services to 
people who do not want to 
stand in line at government 
faciliti~s . 

Mrs. Marleau 's challenge 
was essentially in response 
to reports coming out of Al­
berta about its willingness to 
permit a growing number of 
private, fee-based health 
services. Mrs. Marleau is 
concerned that market-based 
health ,service, in panicular 
facility fees, "impede access 
to medically necessary serv­
ices." 

Irortically, some of the 
criticism of Canada's medi­
cal system comes from Sas­
katchewan, where Steven 
Lewis, CEO of the Saskatch­
ewan Health ;Servi<;cs Utili-
zation and Research 
Commission, said that 
standards in the public sys­
tem may well be forced up, 
with the competition of a 
parallel private system. 

The Reform Party has also 
been attacking the present 
system, with Mr. Hill con­
demning the federal govern­
ment for withdrawing funds 
from health care without 
permitting private individu­
als to provide replacement 
services to those willing to 
pay the price. In an articl e 
published by The Globe and 
Mail, Mr. Hill said that dur­
ing his medical career he 
regularly heard people de­
clare their wish for choice in 
the area of health care. 

Robert Metz, president of 
Freedom Party (Ontario) 
suggested that most Canadi­
ans would be willing to pay 
for health care if their only 
other choices were medicare 
or death. Left with this 
choice a growing number of 
Canadians are dying prema­
turely today, he added. 

The matter of choice in 
medical service provision is 
a fundamental moral obliga­
tion, according to Mr. Metz. 
lIe said that ifwe do not have 
the freedom of choice in 
such a crucial area of human 
life, we can hardly consider 
ourselves to be a free people. 
"Since money is not infinite , 
medical services along with 
everything else must be ra­
tioned." In the view of F ree­
dom Party supporters, the 
free market is a more be-

nevolent rationing agent 
than is the average bureau­
crat. 

The Reform Party's 
"Medicare Plus" proposition 
affinns the need for medi­
care, which Mr. Hill said, 
"must be nurtured and treas­
ured as Canada'shealth-eare 
safety net. " But it challenges 
the idea that medicare equals 
health care, a concept which 
Mr. Brooks said is "a hang­
over from the 60s." Mr. Hill 
said that health care includes 
medicare, but is so much 
more. "Should the govern­
ment continue to oppose 
such reform, it will fmd itself 
increasingly out of step with 
Canadians ' desires for a 
sound, reliable, world-elass 
health Care safety net, and 
Canadians' desire for 
choice," he declared. 

Mr. Hill said he is glad to 
see more open debate taking 
place now about the possi· 
bility of incorporating 
choice into the system. He 
pointed to recent discussions 
at the annual general meet­
ing of the Canadian Medical 
Association, He ~8JIts the. 
debate to address real , sub­
stantive issues, rather than 
remaining in the realm of 
ideological bantering about 
one and two-tier systems and 
how we do not want Can­
ada's system to look like that 
of the U.S., which is invari· 
ably characterized as a free 
market model. 

In fact , conservative critics 
argue that the American sys­
tem is over 40% government 
controlled and far from be­
ing exempl ary of a free mar· 
ket approach to health care. 
The debate still rages over 
whether it is the government 
or the free enterprise compo­
nent of the system that is reo 
sponsible for the rising costs 
and other problems. 

Mr. Hill has also criticized 
the present medical system 
for chasing "three hundred 
medical schools worth of 
highly trained doctors" out 
of the country each year. He 
wrote about one doctor in 
Sault Ste. Marie who, after 
years of fighting the system 
to set up a privately-funded 
clinic to address essential 
needs not met by medicare, 
had made up his mind to 
leave the country. He told 
Mr. Hill that he was blocked 
at every ttun so he wanted to 
go somewhere where he 
could use hIS professional 
skills " to meet needs and ac· 
comodate choices." 

Provincial health mUll sters 
are now discussing new op­
tions for paYlOg doctors 
whi ch could significantly af­
fect the future provision of 

health care services Unti l 
now payment has been on a 
"fee for service" schedule . A 
doctor is payed based on the 
number of patients he sees. 
His financial incentive has, 
therefore, been to see as 
many patients as possible In 
England this incentive pro­
gram led to a si tuation in 
which the average length of 
a doctor's visit was less than 
five minutes, according to 
the American Found ation 
for Economic Education 

The leading alternative be­
ing considered by the health 
ministers is a "population· 
based" salary model. This 
approach, which has also 
been tried elsewhere, is not 
without its problems either, 
say critics who charge that 
the incentive here is to do as 
little work as possible, since 
one's income is constant. 
The benefit of the Idea IS that 
it encourages doctors to keep 
their patients as healthy as 
possible, to limit the amount 
of work necessary in treating 
them . On the other hand , 
doctors have been known to 
engage in "cream-~m­
ming." This is the practise of 
keeping as many healthy pa­
tients as possible while re­
jecting those who are 
chronically ill." 

Mr. Metz, appealing onc..: 
again to free enterpri se, ar­
gues that, although allowing 
market forces to dictate doc­
tors' wages is also not with­
out problems, It provides the 
most moral incentive slJuc­
ture because It makes tht: 
doctors accountable to their 
patients, not to bureaucrats . 

Mr. Metz saId that ifCana­
dians werc willing to look 
beyond the myths to th..: true 
nature of health care in Can­
ada it would not be difficult 
to re-introduce choice . As an 
example, he noted that the 
country does not prOVIde 
universal access. People liv­
ing in rural areas do not have 
the same access to medical 
treatment as most individu­
als living in cities. 

Adding that the govern­
ment has never been able to 
fund Canada's medical sys­
tem alone anyway , Mr. Metz 
noted the ntunber of fund­
raisers hospitals use to gen­
erate charitable dolla rs 
Associations and societies 
for diseases such as Cancer, 
Muscular Dystrophy and 
Diabetes, have also be":l1 set 
up to raise money that the 
government cannot afford to 
put in to the medicare sys­
tem . "Since universality IS :.J 

myth and does not " :ork ," 
concluded Mr Metl, "I t IS 
past time to lntroduce fr(:e­
dom to the s),slem .. 
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After his address, board trustees 
were visibly hostile when they chal ­
lenged Metz on a number of issues. 
Trustee Joyce Bennett criticized him 
for not referring to the Board 's Cos­
ting Analysis Rep o rts. Metz respon ­
ded by say ing he was under no 
obligation to do so, and reminded the 
trustee that " it' s not my job to do your 
job. 

Education changes needed I 

"The issue is this ," he continued , 
" Ult imately , WHICH of these or other 
cost-saving measures you choose will 
depend on the predominant budge­
tary philosophy of the Board. That's 
what's important to taxpayers and the 
publ ic. What we need to know from 
each individual member of this Board 
is this: do you share the chair's vision, 
or was the chair's inaugural speech 
only one trustee 's position?" 

(That question still remained un­
answered when , on the open-line 
radio program Talk of t he Town 
hosted by J im Chapman (CJBK AM 
radio) the nex1 morning, Metz d irectly 
asked chairperson Bill Brock whether 
or not he was speaking for the Board . 
Brock d id not address the question 
and instead deflected the d iscussion 
to other issues.) 

At one point, Metz was forced to 

The :Ylludk,"x Count \ Boaru of Education has been granted a 
2.5 rcr( ~nI IIlcreast! In h:"\ 1(:<; corning through the front door. Given 
11ll' 10 \\ Ie\ c.:1 o f IOnath1n. our r~prc.: scntatives deser.-e credit. Or do 
the'\ ") 

\\"hat an-)ut the S I .: b ~ .626 from the federal ", fra>tructure pro­
l.!ram (Source June 1 ~. 191.)'" and Oct. J I. 1994 news release -
(·,mau •• Ontar", Infra' tru.:ture Wur" l'! TI,u,. "ith a 532.880,217 
,Source nle \-l lddlc"C' \ Count y Ho,trd o f Educ; . .Jt lon ) 1995 tax req­
UISitiOn and the bad. d0-) r mu ne). the 2.5 pen.:Cnl IOcrca\c IS actuJI-
I) a 6.2 pacent hil..e . T m!> IS unacceptable . 

\1an) of the: Mldd le,e x r.nepa}cr ... are farmers \\Ihn have strug­
gled \\ Ith a decrease 10 cumlll{)di~y prices o\'er the last decade. AI 
tht: sallle time. educatlon rales Increased \8.97 percent in 1990, 7 
percent in 1991, 8.1 3 percent In 1992. This IS made worse when 
nlHlI1g (hat property tJ'\C'!:- an.! a key dr.::terminam in assessing educa* 
111m k\ les. 

.-\, fur the teacher> iederatlon WISh for a 9.3 percent (13 percent) 
Increase, they must en)v) playing chicken. The taxophobic general 
public is fed up. 

Suppon for the 13 percent Increase was also endorsed from the 
president of tht: \\'omen Teachers Associa tion. How do educat ion 
r . ltt' S tTal1'plre Into :.t \\ oman's Issue? 

Why ha, funding for education increased so drastically? Annex­
ation i:, used as a common scapegoat. No doubt. annexat ion has 
made things more ditTlcult for the shan term. Bu t why the pre­
annCX3t10n increase is 18.97 percent 111 199O? The school board is 
load{'d with mure excuses than a Toronto Maple Leafs fan. 

O,d the summation of quality of education. innation, and level of 
enrollment warrant an 18.97 percent hike? Innation was around 
two perccnt. enrollment \\'as virtually constant. Thus. the quest io n 
" did tile quality of education increase by 17 percent? Absolutely 
I"'t. Attempts to quantify the quality of education are forbidden. 
Compan sons between sc hoob and school boards are outlawed 
~cause thl! tcachers Unions Illay get upse t when they have to face a 
J ose of reality. What n~eJs to be done? 

HrsL a complete rl!~;..iI I.,) f the ND? labor law and a clawback of 

ask permission from the chair to res- -----. 

Guest column 
by Alex Gubbels 

any prev ious damaging laws. It should be an employee" work ethiC 
and standards that dc termll1t.! who Q.~IS hired anD \~ ho get~ fired. not 
their union card or ycar~ uf senao ll ~). Hire tht:: oc ... t. fi re the rest 

Second, school boards must be more open. The fax I received I 
from the M idd lesex County Board of Education on pa't t"' requiSi ' 
tlons stated. "Cunfldent ial Notlce : ... an) disclosure. copying. or dIS­
tribution of the infonnation, or taking of action 111 reliance on it. I~ 
strictl y prohibited by the Mlin icipal~Freedom of Informat ion and 
Protec tion o f Privacy Act.. .. It 's a s3d day when our public II1slitu ~ ! 

lions have overstepped their bound:- and whined to lobbyi:-ts and 
politicians 10 enact such nd lCuloll\ kgislation . \Vc paid for II . \\C 
have every right to know. 

TIlirdly, is a decentrdli za tion of the school boards. During the 
recent provinc ial election, the Family Coal ition Party and Freedom 
Party had good plat forms on education. " Parenta l choice in educa· 
tion by means of a voucher system (FCP nyer) ...... The right of tax­
payers to direct their education taxes to the school(s) of thei r 
choice, includ ing private options. Within the pubitc system, we pro· 
pose clear educat ion standards ..... (Freedom Party nyer). Candi­
dates Dr. Jamie Harris and BarT) Malcolm deserve cred it for their 
effom and positive input. 

Decentralization of the public school system and allotment of 
competit ive school boards is certain ly better than a provincial sys­
tem that functions poorly everywhere. 

If you be lieve that decentrali zation of the public education 5)5' , 

tem is a good way of building a quality. publicly-funded system 
that ensures suffic ient use of tax doll ars, then contact your new 
MPP Bruce Smith. 
(Alex Gubbels is a resident of RR. #1 , MI. Brydges. We ill vile "flY­
olle with all opinion all tiny issue of public tllleresl 10 submit (J 

guest column we may ("ons!(/er for publication.) 

pond to a question posed by another ----~--------"'!"'------------------------
trustee. The question cou ld only be OJ Above: from the Strathroy Age DispatCh, June 21, 1995 
answered by reference to the chair's 
inaugural address. After about twenty 
minutes of other attacks against his position , including tru stee Marilyn Joslyn 's charge that he "doesn 't care about kids". 
session disgusted with both the budgetary philosophy and the behaviour of most of the trustees . 

It should be noted that trustee Brock did not speak once during the ent ire presentation . 

Copies of Freedom Party 's controversial presentat ion, " Boarded Windows", are available to readers on request . 

FREEDOM FLYER 

Metz left the public input 

<END> 
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