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P Dinner Fvent. ..

GORDON DOMM ADDRESSES FP
AUDIENCE

LONDON (December 3, 1994) - 56 Freedom
Party members and supporters paid $50 a plate to
attend a dinner held in honour of Gordon Domm,
the ex-Ontario Provincial Police officer who has
gained notoriety - and a conviction — over his
distribution of banned information on the Karla Teale
trial.

Domm is the Co-ordinator and Spckesman for
Citizens’ Coalition Favoring More Effective Cri-
minal Sentences. His defiance of the Karla Teale
trial ban has netted him convictions on two counts of
“contempt of court” and a total fine of $4000. An
appeal of his convictions is now pending.

Because of the appeal, Domm had been advised
not discuss particulars of his trial. However, he did
make available for the first time full copies of the
official 160-page transcripts of his trial. (Interested
individuals may contact FP for details on how to get a
copy.)

Following the dinner, Domm became one of
three panellists discussing publication bans and
Canada’s criminal justice system. He was joined by
David Helwig, publisher of the Business Times,
and by FP president Robert Metz who both also had
personal experiences with publication bans.

01> SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS:

METZ:

“People are absolutely screaming for justice. |
think that when | talk to most people they basically
understand that justice means punishing the guilty by
restricting their freedom with fines and jail sentences,
and doing what we can for the victims.

“But what de we get from our lawmakers? Well,
they blame ‘society’ for all the crime. They pass more
laws restricting the freedoms of law-abiding citizens,
like gun control and banning ‘violence’ in the media,
and give us more leniency on the people who are
actually breaking the law.”

HELWIG:

“If there’s one good thing that has arisen from
the (Karla Teale) ban, it's that it's drawn unpreceden-
ted attention to a problem that many of us in the
newsgathering business are dealing with on a regular
basis. The problem is access — to government
meetings, court hearings, and public documents.

“Governments cannot be expected to voluntarily
give up habits of secrecy. They know too well that
political advantage is easily gained by keeping the

public ignorant of public business. People just do
not complain about what they don’t know about.
Ignorance is bliss. Politicians learned that a long
time ago.

“We need strong legislation and we need
comprehensive legislation, legislation with penalties
to make sure that closed meetings and closed
hearings are used only for legitimate purposes.

“I belong to no political parties. I'm here to help
people understand that when government uses
needless secrecy, it thwarts democracy. How can
you vote intelligently if you can never learn the
positions advocated by your elected representa-
tives? How can you vote knowledgeably if they
make all their arguments in closed sessions? How
can citizens respond appropriately to government
actions if they can't find out what the actions are?
How can they be assured that our courts are
functioning properly if judges can impose bans on
publications on a whim?

“If the law allows Gordon Domm’s conviction to
be upheld on appeal, if that's the way our judges
are going to behave, then very simply the law must
be changed.”

DOMM:

“l can’t express too strongly how | feel about a
group like yourselves so dedicated to the democra-
tic principles of justice and freedom to invite me, a
lawbreaker himself. It's such an honour to be in
front of a group of people who feel strongly enough
about freedom to have created Freedom Party.
The name in itself is music to my ears.

“When Robert Metz called me a few months
ago and asked if | would be interested in speaking
here, well certainly, | would be. I'm sure he's aware
that there may be some backlash from some
protectors of the status quo, for inviting me here.
He’s willing to take that risk in the name of freedom
to give me a chance to talk to you. | have here a
flyer from the Freedom Party that impressed me
very much. It says that ‘Freedom Party believes
that the purpose of government is to protect our
freedom of choice, not to restrict it.’

“But what's really happening today is that
governments are protecting the rights of vested
interest groups who shout the loudest and who
have the most votes and the most support to offer
the government in power. And they're doing that at
the expense of people like you and |, as individuals.
They're not giving, they're taking away from the
individual's rights to freedom, to safety on the

(DOMM... cont'd next pg)
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streets - by tak-
ing away indivi-
duals’ authority
and giving it to the
powerful  minori-
ties.

“Some day,
you could be, or |
could be, or
someone could be
arrested. We could
be hauled off to
jail. There could
be a publication
ban so they
wouldn't tell any-
body. They could
have you in jail for
18 months, like
they have Paul
Bernardo, without
even so much as a
preliminary.

“You see, I'm
not defending Paul
Bernardo. | think
he's involved for
sure, but we have
to prove that in
court don't we? |
thought we did. |
thought that was
what criminal law
was all about! If
they can do it to
Paul, they can do
it to your or me
some day. Any-
body! Think about
that for a second.”

More on
Domm’s insights
into Canada’s cri-
minal justice sys-
tem will be fea-
tured in our next
issue of CON-
SENT (#22).

<END>

At Right:
December 5, 1994
London Free
Press coverage of
FP’s dinner event.

KARLA HOMOLKA TRIAL

DEC 5 1994

Defiant former police officer
refuses to end battle over ban

He was in London
drumming up sup-
port for his cause.

By Robb Cribb
The London Free Press

It started out pretty innocent-
ly — a man mailing some news-
paper articles.

But a year later, it has grown
into a grassroots crusade
against the Canadian justice
system.

Following charges against
Paul Bernardo and his now ex-
wife Karla Homolka in the
deaths of Kristen French and
Leslie Mahaffy last year, Guelph
native Gordon Domm started
mailing copies of American
newspaper articles about the
sensational case to anyone who
asked for them.

IN THE MAIL: Problem was,
the articles Domm was repro-
ducing and distributing through
Canada Post‘were illegal under
a publication ban covering all
information about the case.

“I honestly didn’t believe the
ban applied to me,” Domm said
in a speech to members of the
Freedom Party of Ontario in
London on Saturday night.

“I thought the ban only ap-
plied to publishers and broad-
casters of the information and I
didn’t believe I fit either of those
categories.”

Ontario’s attorney-general’s
office sent him a written warn-
ing to stop spreading the arti-
cles. It was in December, 1993,
that Domm found himself stand-
ing in front of a mailbox being
arrested by two Guelph police
officers as he was about to mail

Gordon Domm says he isn’t giv-
ing up his fight against his right
to distribute banned information
in the Karla Homolka case.

a stack of envelopes containing
the banned material.

Domm’s public defiance of the
trial ban resulted in convictions
on two counts of contempt of
court and a total fine of $4,000.
An appeal is pending.

To date, he is the only person
to have been charged with a vio-
lation of that ban.

Domm, a retired Ontario
Provincial Police officer who
represents a citizens’ group
seeking stiffer sentences for
criminals, is now one of the
most outspoken critics of Ho-

‘molka’s manslaughter convic-

tion in the deaths of French and
Mabhaffy.

TOO LIGHT: “It’stoolighta
sentence for a double murder
charge,” he said in spite of legal
counsel to refrain from dis-
cussing the trial while his own
case is still pending. “I felt the

(Homolka) ruling would have
been harsher if there weren’t a
publishing ban in place.”

Domm found support in Lon-
don for his attack on the justice
system.

David Helwig, publisher and
founding editor of The Business
Times in London, said govern-
ment secreey is making it ex-
tremely difficult for the media to
communicate a great deal of in-
formation that should be on the
public record. 3 &

SECRECY: “When govern-
ment uses needless secrecy it
thwarts democracy,” he told the
40-member audience. “If we’re
going to have a justice system
that people are going to have
confidence in, it has to be trans-
parent.”

Members of the Freedom
Party unanimously called on the
Canadian government to stop
imposing control over trial in- .
formation.

“What they’re banning here is

. truth,” said Robert Metz, a

founding member and president

- of the London-based party

which was founded on a plat-
form of protecting individual
rights. “Our government is say-
ing it’s okay to spread rumors
and gossip, but if you tell the
truth, by God, we’re coming
after you.”

Domm has collected more
than $6,000 in donations from
supporters toward court costs
for an appeal.

And he remains defiant.

“It’s not over until it’s over,”
he said. “I am completely com-
mitted to this and the over-
whelming support I'm getting
makes me very confident about
my chances.”
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the facets of education budgets that Jack
would review -- change! -- were simply
unthinkable to those in the mindset of main-
taining (or adapting) the status quo.

Bill Frampton (FP Regional Vice-pre-
sident, Eastern Ontario) wrote a fantastic
article on the Single Transferrable Vote
(published in Consent #21). The STV is a
classic example of a major re-thinking of the
electoral process that would result in the
process being more responsive to the voter's
preferences. One of the cited advantages of
the STV is that “political parties wield much
less power under the STV than under any
other system.” Could such a suggestion have
come from any party that only had the goal of
making the electoral process “more efficient”
or handling elections with fewer people?

CHANGE CONFRONTS
THE STATUS QUO:

Imagine Bob Rae saying: "...the traditional
kind of recipes or nostrums, with a heavier
state, a bigger government, more state owner-
ship, just haven't proven to work”. Those were
his actual words on an open line radio show
on September 8, 1994. But remember that
those “recipes” are the very basis of the NDP
platform. Does anyone really believe that Bob
Rae and the NDP are seriously looking at, to
paraphrase, a “lighter state”, a ‘“smaller
government”, or less state ownership?

Bob Rae believes that he is promoting
change, but the changes he promotes are
greatly limited by his “social democrat” mind-

set. He can't possibly promote and do the very
things that he implies are his goals. His
mindset won't let him.

Mike Harris's Common Sense Revolution
document gives ample evidence of the mind-
set present and highlights the need for a
changing of the guard if we are really to
change government in Ontario. He talks about
“re-inventing” government, yet his direction
indicates that while he wants to do some
re-structuring, re-inventing is far from his mind.

Mike Harris wants to deliver the same
amount of government using fewer resources
(people) and says he'll accomplish this by
making programs more efficient and cutting
out any waste within them. Not very likely.

Don’t get me wrong, there's nothing
wrong with efficiency and cutting waste. But
the problem is that this just isn’t re-inventing
government and it's simply not going to
accomplish enough to make government in
Ontario healthy.

The biggest advantage that Freedom
Party has is that we want to re-invent govern-
ment. For us, this doesn't just mean making
the current process more efficient. It means
that we must question everything, right from
the ground up. Questions that would never
pass the lips of a Liberal or a Tory or a Dipper
must be asked.

They are unable to ask these questions
because of their mindset. It actually stops
them from considering the very issues that
must be reviewed. Their “we’ve-always-done-
it-this-way” attitude is the very thing that
prevents them from looking at the tough
questions.

In this regard, Freedom Party has a
wonderful advantage. We are the alternative.
This requires that basic questions be asked.
Our ability and eagerness to look for alterna-
tive answers to even the most basic questions
is our greatest strength.

What is the purpose of government?
Should there be limits on government? What
are rights and who has them? What authority
should the government have?

Our greatest asset is that we're the only
ones asking why. Why do we have this piece
of legislation or this board? Why are we
involved in this issue or why is the government
in this business? And the biggest why of all:
why haven't all the alternatives been explored?

These are the questions that must be
explored in order to actually change the
current course of our governments, yet they
get less than a passing glance from the status
quo. For them, the answers are understood,
provided effortlessly by their own mindset.

Change is inevitable. Because of our
philosophy of individual freedom, rights, and
responsibilities, Freedom Party will increas-
ingly find itself on the leading edge of that
change.

Our positions, defining a precise purpose
for government, are based on the very ques-
tions that they are unable to ask. The answers
to those questions open the way for us to
challenge their mindset and promote needed
change. We can actually challenge present
policies and question their very existence. We
can do what is necessary to lead Ontario into a
positive and secure future. <END>
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