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Fducation Mornopoly...

DELEGATION SENDS MESSAGE TO QUEENS PARK

TORONTO (January 25/93) - Members of
an Education Delegation organized by concer-
ned parents Maureen Beebe and Christine
Rieder were joined and supported by Free-
dom Party leader Robert Metz in their
successful effort to lobby the government “to
try to halt the rapid deterioration of our school
system.” The group, formed in response to
the NDP government’s releasc of its education
outlines, requested a meeting with Education
Minister Tony Silipo to inform him that “he
has achieved a failing grade in preparing our
children for the future, and that the Common
Curriculum, Benchmark Programs, and the
Transition Years documents receive a collec-
tive F minus!”

1 MIKE HARRIS LENDS AN
EAR

Before their scheduled Queens Park
meeting with Silipo, members of the delega-
tion first met with Progressive Conservative
leader Mike Harris, whose party outline on
education entitled Blueprint for Change was
in agreement with many of the changes the
delegation was requesting.

In his comments to Harris, FP leader

Robert Metz supported the PCs Blusprint for

Change as excellent suggestions “for within
an educational monopoly run by government,”
but emphasized that the only long-term solu-
tion to Ontario’'s education crisis was to
privatize the school system and to allow
consumer choice in education. Metz reminded
Harris that no matter how good certain
changes may sound to improve government-
run education, the Ontario government is
broke and cannot possibly offer the kind of
quality education that students, parents, and
taxpayers expect.

0> SILIPO ABSENT

After their first meeting with Harris, dele-
gate members moved on to their expected
meeting with Education Minister Tony Silipo
only to discover that Mr. Silipo would not be
meeting with them. Instead, other representa-
tives of the NDP government, who refused to
acknowledge the circulating rumour that Silipo
was no longer education minister, met with the
Education Delegation and promised that their
government “was listening”.

hardest level questions.

Mathematics
International Assessment of Educational Progress Il (IAEP II)
These tests were given in 1991 to students in Ontario schools which were randomly selected for participation.
Canada did not do at all well, even though stronger countries such as Japan and Germany did not participate.

It is also important to know that for the 13 year old student IAEP II test, most of the questions were from material in
Onln{io Gr.4 and Gr.5 lcn.books.. That is for students 9 and 10 years old. Earlier m:llts showed that while Korea was
marginally ahead of Ontario on simple questions, Korean students were five times better than Ontario students with the

Results for students 13 years old - Gr.8

by Country
Average
% correct
Korea 73
Taiwan 3
Switzerland 71
CIS (USSR) 70
Hungary 68
France 64
Emilia-Romagna, Italy 64
__Israel (Hebrew schools) 63
=4 52

2 61
Slqvenia 57
Spain 55
United States 55
Jordan 40

Results for students 13 years old - Gr.8

by Province
Average

% correct
Quebec French
Saskatchewan French 68
BC 66
Quebec English
Alberta
Manitoba French

Saskatchewan English
New Brunswick French
Nova Scotia
Newfoundland
Manitoba English

Results for students 9 years old (Gr.4)

by Country
Average
% correct
Korea il
Hungary 68
Taiwan 68
CIS (USSR) 66
Israel (Hebrew schools) 64
Spain 62
: _In:lap»d 60

a Canada (g

Slovenia

Results for students 9 years old (Gr.4)

by Province

Average

% correct

Quebec French 65
Quebec English 62
BC 62
New Brunswick English 60

Z X

Results for Ontario Provincial Reviews held in 1990 were released at the same time as the above International results.
The Prpvmcial tests were given to Gr.8, Gr.10 General and Gr.12 Advanced Ontario students. The Ontario Minister of
Education, the Hon. Tony Silipo, said, “The results will be troubling to all Ontarians. It's clear that our students
perform well enough on basic skills. But they are having trouble applying these basic skills to more complex
mathematical tasks.™ Many experts agree the results are yery troubling, but they go on to say Ontario students do
rery poorly even on the basics.

Above and Above Right: Comparative results of educational achievement
in mathematics and science consistently place Canada and Ontario at the lower
end of the scale. Charts provided by the Organization for Quality Education
(OQE), which can be contacted at the address listed at bottom of second chart.

> ACTIONS REQUIRED

Many delegate members expressed their
anger at Silipo’s absence, but nevertheless
did not allow their disappointment to cloud the
message they were delivering to the govern-

ment. Among the actions that the delegation
required of the Ministry were the following:

* Establishment of minimum standards
for every grade level which are comparable to
those of the most advanced industrialized

(MONOPOLY... cont'd next page)




June 1993 Freedom Flyer 4.5 Pager7

Science
International Assessment of Educational Progress II (IAEP II)

These tests were given in 1991 to students in Ontario schools which were randomly sclected for participation.
Canada did not do at all well, even though stronger countries such as Japan and Germany did not participate.

Results for students 13 years old - Gr.8| [Results for students 13 years old - Gr.8

by Country by Province
Average Average
% correct % correct
Korea 78 Alberta 74
Taiwan 76 BC 72
Switzerland 74 Quebec French 71
Hungary 73 Saskatchewan English 70
CIS (USSR) 71 Quebec English 69
Slovenia 70 Nova Scotia 69
Emilia-Romagna, Italy 70 Manitoba English
Israel (Hebrew schools) tario EnglisHas
p Canada. .. oo Manitoba French
France New Brunswick English 66
Scotland Newfoundland 66
Spain Saskatchewan French 65
United States New Brunswick French 64
Ireland Ot i e v
Jordan

Results for students 9 years old (Gr.4) | |Results for students 9 years old (Gr.4)

by Country by Province
Average Average

% correct % correct
Korea 68 BC
Taiwan 67 Quebec English 63
United States N 65 Quebec French 63

l...Canada . (4 provinces) S5 i DitaskiEnglish;

Hungary New B ick English 62
Spain 62 ANy YT S e A
CIS (USSR) 62
Israel (Hebrew schools) 61
Slovenia 58
Ireland 57

If these results cause you concern, why not join the Organization for Quality Education (OQE)?

You can be kept informed about what is happening or not happening in Ontario’s schools and be part
of a very effective lobby for better education. Even small improvements will not take place without
great public outcry and pressure. The most recent documents from Ontario’s Ministry of Education
worry both teachers and parents.

A donation of $10 will pay for your OQE newsletters. More will help lobbying, etc.. Please send to:
Organization for Quality Education, P.O. Box 472, Station U, ETOBICOKE, Ontario. M8Z 5Y8

(...MONOPOLY from previous page)

countries for maths, language and sciences. The proposed benchmarks are not
acceptable standards since they simply entrench the existing level of mediocre
achievement in our schools.

* Objective evaluation of the proficiency attained by students at each grade
through testing which is uniform and calibrated across the system.

* Elementary school students should not become victims of a rigid teaching
ideology. If students are not reaching curriculum objectives under the child-centered
learning and whole language concepts -- even with ‘special needs’ assistance - they
should be exposed to teaching techniques which have a long and proven record of
success around the world (such as teacher-directed education, phonics, etc.), before
the system brands these students as ‘learning disabled’.

0> GET THE DETAILS!

Background information on the delegation’s activities and policies are
available to FP members and supporters on request. Please call or write. See
green box on back for details.

<END>

FREEDOM BRIEFS...

0> FP DINNER/FORUM

On May 8 and 9, 1993, about fifty Freedom Party
members and supporters attended the party’s Reflec-
tions ‘92-'93 Saturday evening dinner, while another
25-30 participated in Sunday’s full-day freedom forum,
Horizons'93. Both events were held in London.

The weekend activities were held to bring attendees
up-to-date on party activities and to offer everyone an
opportunity to discuss issues and party policy with FP
leader Robert Metz, who was the keynote speaker and
presenter at both events.

Other weekend highlights included three after-
dinner presentations by Jack Plant, Danielle Metz, and
Robert Vaughan. Dinner attendees also watched a
22-min video on a large screen which featured some
entertaining and provocative clips from a past all-
candidates’ election debate on socialized healthcare.

1> NO TRUTH TO FEDERAL
ELECTION RUMOUR

A comment made by Libertarian Party leader
George Dance in the Dec. 28/92 edition of the Zosndor
Free Fress suggested that “an alliance may be sought
with the Freedom Party of Ontario, based in London,
to field candidates in the city’s three federal ridings,” in
the upcoming federal election. To date, no such alliance
has been sought, nor would such an alliance be made.
Freedom Party may, however, run a information cam-
paign in the upcoming federal election, but has no plans
to register federally until it is firmly established provin-
cially.

1> CANNABIS DEBATE

Freedom Party leader Robert Metz was joined by
cannabis decriminalization advocate Jeff Schurie in a
debate against London Police Force superintendent
Jim Balmain on CFPL-TV's (Ch. 10) half-hour INQUIRY
program, which aired on May 1, 1993. Metz accused the
Addiction Research Foundation, which declined an
invitation to the debate, of being the government's
propaganda arm in spreading false and misleading
information on cannabis. Video copies of the debate will
be made available to FP members and supporters in the
near future.

1> TAX PROTESTS

Freedom Party continues to be involved with the
London-Middlesex Taxpayers’ Coalition, whose “zero
tax increase” advocacy has now been adopted by
several municipal councillors and other anti-tax groups.
On another front, FP leader Robert Metz joined LMTC
chairman Jim Montag to meet with Grand Bend
taxpayers who, under the determined leadership of
tax-protester Lloyd Guillet, are protesting the horren-
dous tax inequities caused by “market value reassess-
ment”.
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to provide government services in its own language.

By Dahlia Reich [
The London Free Press |

EMBERS OF
London's
franco-
phone com-

munity may, for the first
time. get their choice of speaking their
own language when it comes to Ontario
government services in the city

The French population has sur-
passed the magic number of 5,000,
making the city eligible for government
senvices in French

It an application now before the
province is approved, London would
hecome the first municipality to be des-
ignated since the French Language
Services Act was passed by the prov-
ince in 1986

Currently, 22 Ontario cities or re-
gions are designated under the act but
all were approved at the time the legis-
lation was passed

If approved. francophones in the city
could request Ontario government ser-
vices — from drivers’ exams to assis-
stunce at a liquor store — in French.
tealth care in the city, numerous
services provided by the ministry of
communiry and social services. and all
government programs could be
) be uffected. However, it's up to
ndividual offices to decide what it can

:r Under the act. no specific level of
~ice s stipulated

L.ONDON FRANCOPHONES
ASK PROVINCE
FOR RECOGNITION

The city’s growing French-speaking community wants the province

Federal government
services, meanwhile,
have been available in
both official languages in
London and throughout
Canada for almost 25
years.

Figures from the 1991
census show London's French commu-
nity has reached 5,100 and local franco-
phone leaders have told The Free Press
they have made a formal request to the
province for French services.

Backlash is expected from some ang-
lophones who question the rights of
French-speaking Canadians — particu-
larly when English people in Quebec
are denied certain rights

For example, Robert Metz, president
and leader of the Freedom Party of
Ontario, argues that providing French
services is an “unequal right” because
other minorities don't have the same
right. “Therefore, it's not a true right
It’s a special status.”

But Diane Dubois, president of the
London and Sarnia region of the Asso-
ciation Canadienne Francaise de I'On-
tario (the French Canadian Association
of Ontario) is not afraid to defend the
request for French services

“The right to French services s a law
and we do meet the criteria.

“This is a bilingual country. A lot of
people don't like that but it’s a fact. .
They have to accept the historical base
of the founding of the nation.

“The Fathers of Confederation cer-
tainly did and politicians through the
years have ... and that's why French
communities should have basic rights.”

Dubois and others members of Lon-
don’s French community.are hoping
French services will provide them with
astronger sense of belonging, draw the
community together, and stem assimi-
lation of an important language and
culture.

“If you are a designated area, the
government says, ‘Well, yes, there are
French-speaking people in that city,” "
Dubois said. “It acknowledges our
presence.”

Approval for French services is not
automatic even though London is eligi-
ble, said Denis Bertrand, spokesperson
for the francophone affairs office in
Toronto. The government must decide
whether it wants to add the city to the
list of designated areas.

The office is reviewing the 1991 cen-
sus statistics and will then look into
what it would take to put French ser-
vices in place in London. It could take
months before the government decides
whether to make London the 23rd cen-
tre to receive French services and years
before services are actually in place,
said Bertrand

COMMUNITY PROFILE

A portrait of London's francophone
community is on Page A4.

DESIGNATED
AREAS

P Metro Toronto, Hamil-
ton, Port Colborne and
Weiland, Ottawa-Ca n,
Mississauga, Sudbyry,

Windsor, Belle River, Te-'

cumseh, Pembroke,
(anguishene’. Geraldton.
» Counties of: Glengarry,
Prescott, Russell, Stor-
mont

P> Districts of: Algoma,
Cochrane, Nipissing, Sud-
bury, Timiskaming

P Townships of: Ander-
don, Colchester North,
Maidstone, Sandwich
South, Sandwich West,
Tilbury North, Tilbury
West, Rochester (Essex
County); Winchester (Dun-
das County), Tilbury, Do-
ver and Tilbury East (Kent
County); Stafford and
Westmeath (Renfrew
County); Tiny and Essa
(Simcoe County); Ignace
(Kenora district); Longlac,
Manitouwadge, Marathon,
Beardmore, Nakina, Ter-

race Bay (Thunder Bay
district)

e )

Ry ek iaS

Above: Front-page coverage from the pages of the Lorndon Free FPress (March 6, 1993) concerns the
City of London’s "eligibility* for provincial government services being provided in French. Comments at right
are reproduced from page A4 of the same day’s paper, which devoted the whole page to the issue. FP
leader Robert Metz's comments once again emphasize Freedom Party’s consistent and principled stand
against special status for any group.

Comments

» Robert Metz, president
and leader, Freedom Party
of Ontario: The government,
said Metz, shouldn't have its
hand in any issues of culture.

“The issue isn't French
versus English or English ver-
sus French or this whole
hodgepodge of racism. The
Issue is pay as you go."

When governments pay for
programs of culture, such as
French services, “it gets its
money from everyone's
pockets whether they believe
in these programs or not.

> Eric Frostad, director,
Alliance for the Preserva-
tion of English in Canada,
London branch: "What
about all the other ethnic
groups in London. Who ser-
vices them? Why aren't their
needs being met in the same
way?"

The alliance is not anti-
French, said Frostad, it's pro-
equality. Until bilingualism is
equally enforced across the
country, including Quebec,
programs such as French
services in Ontario should be
put on hold, he said.

“We have to treat all Cana-
dians as one."”

» London Mayor Tom
Gosnell: | don't think the
community would have a
concern with the city becom-
ing the 23rd designated cen-
tre in the province. | don't see
it at all being negative.”

The French community, he
said, has always been rea-
sonable in its requests to be
accommodated in the city
and “is sensitive to the fact
that these are tough econom-
ic times."

Should the city be ap-
proved for French services,
Gosnell said there should be
no problem as long as the
services are "‘reasonable,
phased in over time and not
debilitating to us financially.’
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