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Childcare deformed...

FP DEFENDS PROFIT PRINCIPLE IN DAYCARE

6> ’'SETTING THE STAGE’
FOR CHILDCARE
MONOPOLY

LONDON (April 3, 1992) - In an
address to the Ministry of Com-
munity and Social Services on
the issue of child care reform,
Freedom Party leader Robert
Metz accused the NDP's planned
child care strategy of being both
greedy and fraudulent --- and a com-
plete disservice to the people it is
purportedly intended to help.

Among its objectives in its public
consultation paper entitled Setting
the Stage, the Ministry outlined the

following: (1) the introduction of
universality as the overriding premise
of government-funded daycare; (2)
the expansion of a government mono-
poly and/or regulation over daycare;
(3) the amalgamation of daycare with
public education; (4) the elimination
of, or handicapping of, private com-
petition in daycare; (5) forced unifor-
mity on the whole daycare industry;
(6) the establishment and expansion
of a government daycare bureaucracy
with “‘supervisors/administrators such
as specialized training in management
and administration’’ (sic); (7) the intro-
duction of employment equity as a
“qualification’” of caregivers; (8) the

regulation and licensing of home-
based child care; (9) the establish-
ment of non-profit and the elimination
of market forces as ‘‘principles”
behind a government-monopolized
daycare system, and of course (10)
more taxes to pay for the socialist
scheme.

0> FOUR PRINCIPLES?

Ironically, the government’s con-
sultation paper dares to suggest that
the “four guiding principles’ of its
daycare strategy are quality, affor-
dability, accessibility, and sound
management.

(PROFIT... cont’d next pg)

Minister gets earful at session

‘Is this government going to open not-for-
profit children’s clothing stores and food
stores?’ asked a London mother.

By Pat Currie
The London Free Press

London mother Cathy Burgh-
ardt told an Ontario government
panel Friday she is “outraged”
by the New Democratic Party
government's commitment to a
universal non-profit child-care
svstem in Ontario.

While a panel that included
Community and Social Services
Minister Marion Boyd listened,
Burghardt scoffed at the NDP's
$105-million program to per-
suade private day-care operators
to convert to non-profit status.

In an interview, Boyd said the
NDP government is “very” dedi-
cated to a universal child-care
system propped up by a system
of base grants and wage subsi-
dies for workers in non-profit
centres. “It's our top priority,”
she said, adding that she
wouldn’t guarantee money will

be found for it within 10 years.

WON'T CREATE SPACE: speaking

at the first of a series of cross-
panel consultation meetings on
child-care reform, Burghardt
said the program wouldn't create
a single space for a family need-
ing child care, and at the same
time threatened the existence of
private operators who now pro-
vide almost 30,000 such spaces.
She used phrases from the gov-
ernment’s own consultation pa-
per as ammunition. “The paper
states child care is an essential
public service. Well, clothing and
feeding children are essential to
their well-being. Is this govern-
ment going to open not-for-profit
children’s clothing stores and
food stores? ... If child care is
essential, why isn’t this $105 mil-
lion being spent to ease the de-
mand or create regulated care
where it is not available?”
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(] Judith Preston, Toronto. president of the Association of
Day Care Operators of Ontario (ADCO): "There are about 7,000
employees in 650 private centres that serve 30.000 families in On-
tario. This (proposed reform) will destroy our livelihoods . . . This
government, which likes to say 1t consults people. made massive
decisions before consulting anybody. ldeology reigns supreme. It's
ironic to have empty spaces across the province while we have
waiting lists. The wait isn't for the space — it's for the assistance.”

) Linda Kadechuk, London Private Home Day Care: Speaking
for a non-profit group that included Community Child Home Care of
London, Home Child Care Services of Haldimand-Norfolk, and Ox-
ford (County) Community Child Care, Kadechuk welcomed the idea
of the base grant and said all four groups want provincial regula-
tions and monitoring that apply to them to apply also to “informat”
care-givers who essentially run babysitting services in their homes.

) Robert Metz, London, president and leader of the Ontario
Freedom Party: “The government proposal stresses quality, affor- |
dability, accessibility and sound management . . . (To say) govern- |
ment could operate a program on any one of these principles is ab- |
surd . . . the idea of turning child care into the kind of insupportable
monsters the health and education systems have become is laugh-
able . . . Universality is stupid, wasteful and tragic . . .

(1) Connie Bontje, Middlesex Community Child Care Develop-
ment: A modern farm is a dangerous place for children, but “many
rural families don't have any choice at all” except to keep the chil-
dren at home. They need child care that can take children seasonal-
ly and on as little as a day's notice.

— Compiled by Pat Currie and Sandra Coulson London Free Press

Above. Coverage on the ront page of the London Free Press (Aprl 4 18992 captures the negabve rmood
arected at the NDP's "fop prionty” plans fo monopolze a universal daycare systerm, despite an admiitted inabily of the
government to adequately fund such a systermn for at feast a decade. Given Ontario's high govemment deficits and
eroaing tax base, un/iversal daycare in Ontarno may be bankrupt before It even starts.
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""To suggest that government can
possibly operate on any of these
principles is nothing short of absurd,”
charged Metz in his opening com-
ments to the Ministry. “If there were
four good reasons to keep govern-
ment away from the provision of
daycare, the four principles purpor-
tedly guiding this consultation paper
are among the best.”

In his oral presentation to the
ministry’s  panel  which included
Minister of Community and
Social Services Marion Boyd and
London South MPP David Winni-
ger, Metz focussed his criticisms on
the Ministry's irrational adherence to
the principles of universality and
non-profit.

“If you've been watching the
trend, you should know that the
current public pressure is for more
market forces to come into play,
including choice, competition, and
accountability to consumers them-
selves --- not to governments or to the
public,” argued Metz. '‘You should
also know that universality and the
non-profit approach are failing and
constantly need to be propped up by
continued tax increases, deficits, and
service cutbacks."”

> THE ROAD TO BANK-
RUPTCY: UNIVERSALITY

Given that he was addressing a
socialist panel, Metz made it clear that
he more than aware that any sugges-
tion to abandon universality would fall
on deaf ears: "It seems that the only
time politicians consider abandoning
universality is when their universal
giveaway schemes invariably run their
due course to bankruptcy.”

Metz repeated his message about
the tragedy of universality and of its
clear and visible effects on Canada’s
health, welfare, and education sys-
tems.

“It's regrettable but true. Under
universality, the needy get pushed out

by the greedy, who unfortunately
include politicians of all parties who
use universality arguments to buy
votes.”

0> ‘NON-PROFIT’ AS A
FRAUD

““As a consumer, | would much
rather pay $400 a month to a private
daycare making 20% profit than pay
$500 or more a month through hid-
den taxes to a government-monopol-
ized daycare system that is operating
on a ‘non-profit’ system,” said Metz.
“Indeed, the term ‘non-profit’ is most
misleading as a political appeal, and |
might even venture to suggest that it
is fraudulent when used in conjunc-
tion with saving costs."”

Metz spent a large portion of his
submission to the ministry contrasting
the private concepts of ‘“‘profits/
losses’” with the govermemnt con-
cepts of “‘surplusses/deficits’".

“As a ‘motive’, non-profit is

simplisticly political, possibly among
the most greedy of all,”" emphasized
Metz.

> RECOMMENDATIONS:

In his conclusions to the Ministry,
Metz offered the following recommen-
dations:

(1) Abandon universality. It will
only guarantee bankruptcy and poor
service.

(2) Encourage diversity through
competition in a free market -- not
through regulation and monopoly.

(3) Direct government assistance
only to those who need it.

0> GET THE DETAILS!

Transcripts of Metz’s
address to the Ministry are now
available to FP members and
supporters on request. Please
call or write. See green box on
back cover for details.

<END>

NEXT ISSUE:

discrimination.”®

Review Board.

0> DRUG PROHIBITION:

0> IS IT DISCRIMINATION OR CHOICE? Freedom Party
addresses the Ontario Human Rights Code Review Task
Force to denounce the enforcement of laws against "*systemic

> IT'S STILL THE CENSOR BOARD TO US! Freedom Party
presents an official submission to the Ontario Law Reform
Commission, in conjunction with its review of the Ontario Film

IS IT WORTH THE COST? Discover
the frightening truth about the hemp conspiracy and the
prohibition of marijuana that resulted. Freedom Party joins the
effort to re-educate the public on this controversial issue.

> ELECTION REFORM: Support for the major Ontario political
parties is declining, while the alternate parties are showing a
significant increase in support. Freedom Party joins forces with
the Green Party, Family Coalition Party, C.O.R_, Liber-
tarian Party, and even the Communist Party in an address to
the Elections Finances Commission.

0> SAVING CANADA: Author William Trench addresses
Freedom Party supporters in London; Freedom 200 Pins
awarded to 14 more FP supporters.
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WHOLE LANGUAGE BLAMED
FOR HIGH ILLITERACY RATES

Sheila Morrison, author of Unbungling the Basics
and operator ot Shesa Momson Schools, has had more
than her fair share of experience with victims of whole
language

“The main reason we have such huge problems with
high-school graduates is not that these are dull, unintzli-
gent, unmotivated young people; it is that they have been
shortchanged by the educational systems," says Morri-
son. "Kids need structure. They need to know the limits
The only way to ensure children are learning is to test
them

“Any Kid should be able to read anything at all by the time
he's eight" insists Mornson. All it takes is consistent,
intensive teaching of phonics and repetition.

"Once you have the basics, all the other stuff takes care
of itself "

To prove her case, Mornson has developed and pro-
duced a set of audio and video teaching tapss to
compliment her Unbunglng the Basics text and work-
books. With this material, parents can do the job that the
public education system is failing at — teaching their kids
to read, write, and spell

PARENTS AND EDUCATORSI

JUST SAY 'KNOW’ TO WHOLE
LANGUAGE!

YOU CAN TEACH YOUR CHILDREN TO READ
IN AS LITTLE AS THREE TO SIX MONTHSI

SHEILA MORRISON'S UNBUNGLING  THE
BAS/CS HOME EDUCATION KIT IS NOW,|
AVAILABLE THROUGH FREEDOM PARTY AT A
TREMENDOUS COST SAVING TO YOU! MANY
OPTIONS AVAILABLE! CALL OR WRITE FOR|
DETAILS!

FREEDOM PARTY OF ONTARIO

P.O. Box 2214, Stn. 'A’, LONDON, Ontario
N6A 4E3

Phone: (519) 433-8612

'WHOLE® DEBATE UNNECESSARY,
SAYS METZ

"It parents could ¢choose how their children are taught tc
read and write,” says Freedom Party leader Robert
Metz, “there would be no ‘whole languagse’ debate
Unfortunately, parents who find that their children have
been handicapped by whole language also discover that|
they must pay twice to remedy the situation - once to a
government monopoly system that is doing more harm
than good, and once agan to remedy the damage
through alternate schooling or private tutoring.

"Parents deserve, and should demand, a choce in not
only where their tax dollars are being spent,” says Metz,
‘but in how those dollars are being spent”

NO EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT
WHOLE LANGUAGE, SAYS UWO
PROFESSOR

JAn extensive review of the scientific literature on whole
fanguage by Dr. Case Vanderwolf, a psychology
jorofessor at the University of Western Ontario has
jrevealed the following:

(1) Direct phonics-based teaching produces more
accurate reading and beftter comprehension than the
various ‘top-down’ (whole language) methods ot teach-
ing

(2) Children in whole language programs performsd
more poorty than phonics groups in reading a passage
from a prnmary reader, reading comprahension, com-
putation, mathematical concepts, and in interpreting what
is happening in pictures. No superiority of the whole
language groups was found on any objective
measure.

(3) No evidence has been found to support the vien
that whole language results in either more creativity or in
better development of higher level concepts than other
teaching methods.

(4) Children learn to read more accurately and with
lbetter comprehension if their instruction begins with a
systematic training in phonics

(Dr. Vanderwolf's findings appeared in Ordst
October 1991, Vol. 22, pages 20 - 22)

aMcalyreqistered Freedom Party of Ontario. Your .
PO BOX2214, STN. A, LONDON. ONT., N6 463

ONTARIO INFORMATION BULLETIN 74 a pubhe

nformaton senice produced and distibuted by m;
ments are welcomed WRITE: F.P. INFO BULLETIN,
ORCALL: (519) 433-8612

0>  Above: The back-side of Freedom Parly's door-to-door inforrmaton
bulletin on whole language. See page 3 for reproaction of ront-side and
Jor coverage rélatng to our public awareness campalgn.
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