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Freedom for sale· on ballot 
By Joseph Ruscitti 

A London-based organiza­
tion is selling a product they 
say is in short supply in On­
tario - ' freedom. 

Last year they had only 
4 ,700 buyers. 

The count was taken Sep­
tember 10, the day of the last 
provincial election . The or­
gani zation is the Freedom 
Party of Ontario. 

Co-founder and leader 
Robert Metz makes no bones 
about the party's view of the 
Ontar io electorate as a market­
place. 

"We haven't lo'st money on 
an election yet ," he says. "Our 
job is marketing. We're in the 
business of selling freedom. If 
we weren't cl ear in our minds 
about that. we'd never have 
gotten off the ground ." 

The party got started in 
Ja nu ary 1984 , when it took 

over the official registration of 
Toronto's Unparty, a group of 
disenchanted Libertarians 
who managed to collect the 
10,000 voter signatures 
needed in Ontario to be recog­
nized as an official party. 

Offi cial status allows a 
party to iss ue income tax 
receipts for political contribu­
tions , and use its name on 
election ballots. 

Metz and co-founder Marc 
Emery, the party's action 
director and the owner of City 
Lights Book Shop on Rich­
mond Street , both ran. as 
Libertarians in the 1980 fed­
eral election . They also be­
came disenchanted with the 
party. 

"But we never really got too 
close to the Unparty," Emery 
says. "The name was just too 
alienating for me. Pick a 
kooky name and you ge t 
kooky people. 

"They had one asset we 
needed - 14 ,000 signatures ." 

In late 1983, the Unparty 
agreed to transfer the signa­
tures to Metz and Emery 
rather fold the party entirely. 
They moved the party to Lon­
don and changed its name. 

"'Unparty' promotes a 
negative, and you can't do 
that," says Metz. "It just 
doesn't work. You either 
represent the product in as ! 
clear a way as possible in your ! 
name or you're going to lose 
trying." 

Emery describes the 
product - freedom - as "the 
right to dispose of your own 
life and property in a way you 

see fit, as long as you don't 
impose on anybody else's 
similar right." 
, "And," says Metz, "every po­
litical issue is an example of 
how that needs to be defined." 

In four years, the party has 
grown from 12 members to 
almost 350. Two-thirds of the 
membership is in the Toronto­
Mississauga area . . 

"It took us two years to 
build our product and de­
velop a marketing strategy," 
says Metz. "In the first year we 
received $8 to $10,000 in con­
tributions. Last year we got 
$40,000 and this year we're ex­
pecting ov.er $80,000." 

Neither expects to win an 
election soon. "We won't see 
results in the vote for another 
10 years, but we can see them 
in the 'bank now," says Metz. 

Emery says they use the 
money to run campaigns·'that 
will win them credibility as 
an active party. Last summer 
in London , they picked up 
garbage during the city strike. 

In the past, they have 
fought against union drives at 
Eaton's and the University of 
Western Ontario, pay raises 
for local aldermen and the 
use of tax dollars to pay for 
the 1991 Pan Am Ca mes in 
London. 

Sunday shopping issue 
dominating campaign 

Abortion. student housing. free 
trade, possible tax incr eases. the 
need for improved post-secondary 
education - all are issues in Lon­
don North. But the issue dominat­
ing the campaign so far is Sunday 
shopping. 

She wants protec tion against work­
ers being forced to work Sundays. 

Freedom Party's position on the Sunday 
shopping issue in Ontario may not yet net us 
any extra votes, but it has focussed the 
attention of voters and the media on us. The 
article at left indicates that Sunday shopping 
was --- and still is --- a high priority in the 
public's mind. 

• Conservative Dianne Cunning­
ham opposes the governm ent's 
plan to let municipalities decide 
whether to allow Sunday shopping. 
She sa id Sunday shopping will di s­
r upt f amily life for thousands of 
people forced to work on Sundays. 

• Liberal Elaine Pensa supports 
governm ent policy although she 
has had to r econcile it with her 
" family-ori ented background ." She 
sa id something had to be done be­
cause r etail closing legisl ation was 
not working. Government policy is 
fair. she sa id. because London can 
keep stores closed if that's what 
peopl e want whil e another muni ci ­
pa lity ca n all ow its stor es to open. 

• Diane Whitesid e of the NDP 
sa id a majority of peopl e in London 
N orth are opposed to Sunday shop­
ping and so is she. A common pause 
day is needed to protect family life. 
she said . 

• Brenda Rowe of the Family 
Coaliti on opposes Sunday shop­
ping in the inter est of protecting 
family life. She said opening stores 
on Sundays will only spread r etail 
bu siness ove r seven days instead of 
si x and incr ease bu siness operat­
i ng expcnses. costing th e consumer 
in the long run. 

.• Barry Malco lm orthe Freed om 
party supporis Sunday shopping. 
saying forcing Ill <;! r chants to cl ose 
Sund ays is a vi o lati on of th eir prop­
prty ri ghts. He wou Id pre fer to Ie! 
the m arketpl ace dec id e th e issue. 
" If' peopl e don't wa nt to shop on 
Sunday . stor es \\ion '! open." 

In mid-May, FP Action Director and 
businessman Marc Emery was jailed for three 
and a half days for refusing to pay a $500 fine 
imposed on him for employing "too many 
people" on a Sunday. Customers contribut­
ed $380 towards his fine, while another $ 730 
was creditted to Emery for his stay in jat!o 

On his other Sunday opening charges, 
Emery refused to use a lawyer in any of his 
court appearances, and thus avoided incurr­
ing any legal fees. In the most outrageous 
verdict we've ever heard of, Emery was 
found not guilty on all other charges when 
the judge claimed that the Crown had "failed 
to prove that Emery was in fact the owner of 
his store" --- despite Emery's repeated 
references throughout the trial to "his store" 



FOUNDING C.F.O. RETIRES: 

Murray Hopper, Freedom Party's founding Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO), retired from his provincial 
executive position effective December 31, 1987. Murray 
and his wife Shirley expect to be spending a portion of 
each year in the sunny south (Florida), where Freedom 
Party's loss may well become Freedom Party's gain. 

Mr. Hopper will be spending more of his hours working 
for Freedom Party in his capacity as writer and Manager 
of Special Projects, where his style and approach have 
proven to break new grounds in our advocacy of individual 
freedom. An avowed socialist for forty of his sixty-eight 
years, Murray's insight and understanding of the socialist 
perspective have proven to be a great asset to Freedom 
Party. 

Hopper broke new ground for Freedom Party when, 
on March 21, 1988, he became our first bona-fide editorial 
contributor to one of Ontario's largest circulation 
newspapers, the London Free Press. 

NEW CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER APPOINTED: 

Effective January 1, 1988, 36-year-old Dean Hodgins 
was appointed to replace retiring Murray Hopper as Chief 
Financial Officer, and member of our provincial executive. 

Mr. Hodgins has been CFO for each of Freedom 
Party's registered constituency associations since their 
initial registrations in 1987. (It's his signature that 
validates all of Freedom Party's official receipts.) Having 
a single CFO to manage and supervise our centralized 
accounting and administration system has proven to be an 
efficient approach to the red tape and paperwork imposed 
on officially-registered parties by Ontario's Elections 
Commission. 

As manager of Insurance Accounting with the firm 
London & Midland (a wholly-owned AVCO subsidiary), 
Mr. Hodgins brings with him more than his knowledge of 
accounting and accounting systems. His past experience 
as a public accountant with the firm Clarkson & Gordon & 
Co., and moreover as staff auditor with British Columbia's 
Auditor-General, helped him discover first-hand the 
incredible waste and misappropriation of government 
spending. Much to his dismay, he learned that the Auditor 
General's ministry was every bit as wasteful as the 
ministries it was auditing. 

Dean expects to complete his designation as a Certified 
General Accountant (CGA) within the year; his expertise 
and experience are most welcomed at Freedom Party. 

10TH CONSTITUENCY ASSOC. REGISTERED: 

It's official. Freedom Party is now registered in the 
provincial riding of Oakville South. 

Anyone wishing to get involved with Freedom Party in 
that area of the province is invited to contact constituency 
president Dan Chalykoff at [416) 844-5974. 

REGIONA L VI CE-PRESIDENT APPOINTED 
TO METRO REG ION: 

William Frampton, who has already represented 
Freedom Party as a candidate in the riding of 
Mississauga East (and where he is also president of his 
registered constituency), has been appointed to the 
provincial executive as Regional Vice-president, Metro 
Chairman. 

Mr. Frampton's efforts on our behalf earned him his 
position with Freedom Party where, as our primary 
representative in the Toronto-Mississauga region, he has 
;proven himself to be a committed advocate of individual 
freedom and Freedom Party. 

Frampton fully recognizes the nature of the challenge 
before him and has been actively busy recruiting new 
supporters, getting involved in community issues, and 
writing articles and letters to various contacts in an effort 
to create an increased awareness of Freedom Party. 

A computer analyst and programmer with Kurtz and 
Steel in Mississauga, Frampton has become increasingly 
involved with Freedom Party since his first contact with 
us in 1985. The Summer '87 issue of Freedom Flyer 
featured a profile on Bill . If his past commitment to 
Freedom Party is any indication, the future looks bright 
for Freedom Party in the Metro Toronto region . 

11TH CONSTITUENCY ASSOC. REGISTERED 
AS BYELECTION ANNOUNCED: 

We are pleased to announce that we can now add the 
riding of Weiland-Thorold to the list of constituencies 
where we are now officially-registered. 

But riding president, Barry Fitzgerald, may need our 
support a little earlier than anticipated. Shortly after the 
registration of his riding association on April 11, 1988, 
Weiland-Thorold MPP Mel Swart (NDP) announced his 
resignation, citing health reasons as the cause of his 
relinquishing a riding he had represented for the past 13 
years. 

Barry has taken the plunge by offering to run as 
Freedom Party 's candidate in the upcoming byelection, 
yet to be announced . With a shortage of money, time, 
and volunteers to help him introduce Freedom Party to 
his community, we're hoping that interested persons in his 
area or nearby will offer Barry their support. Barry can be 
reached at (416) 735-3538. 

More on the upcoming Weiland-Thorold byelection 
on the next page. 

The business of government is to make all 
government unnecessary, just as wise par­
ents bring up their children to do without 
them. 
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WELLAND-THOROLD ABOUTTO DISCOVER 

FREEDOM PARTY 
Less that a month after registering our constituency 

association in the riding of Welland- Thorold, the prospect 
of another byelection became a reality. Although, as of 
this writing, it has not yet been officially announced, 
voters in the riding of Weiland Thorold are expected to be 
taking to the polls before the year is out, due to the 
resignation of New Democrat MPP Mel Sw~rt, who has 
held a firm grasp on the riding for the past thirteen years. 

This time round, Freedom Party will be represented by 
Barry Fitzgerald, a 35-year-old maintenance electrician 
with Atlas Steels in Weiland. As with the London North 
byelection, one of the major issues concerning voters in 
the upcoming Weiland-Thorold byelection will be the 
issue of Sunday shopping. 

" As Freedom Party's representative in the upcoming 
byelection, I'm proud to be the only candidate supporting 
individual freedom of choice in Sunday shopping, an issue 
that exemplifies the difference between Freedom Party's 
philosophy and the others," says Fitzgerald. " Whereas 
we believe that the individual should be the one to have 
the right to make choices affecting his or her life, all my 
political opponents believe that some level of government 
should be making those choices for us." 

Freedom Party's campaigning in the Weiland-Thorold 
area began as early as April 1988, when our first full-page 
newspaper ad advocating freedom of choice in Sunday 
shopping appeared in the Guardian Express (watch for 
coverage, next issue of Feedom Flyer). During the 
summer, volunteers from the London area visited the 
riding, helping to deliver Freedom Party 's introductory 
" Maybe Politics ... " brochure to the doors of voters who, 
in all probability, have never heard of Freedom Party 
before. 

Fitzgerald, who plans to appear before the govern­
ment's Standing Committee on Administration of Justice 
on August 29 to speak out in favour of freedom of choice 
in Sunday shopping, has been busy making contacts and 
introducing Freedom Party to residents in his riding, 
since he became the party's unofficial representative in 
the area late last year. It also appears that he will become 
involved with fighting an existing Business Improvement 
Area [BIA] in Weiland, where discontent may already have 
sown the seeds for yet another successful defeat of these 
coe rcive "business associations". 

Fitzgerald's election literature has already been pre­
pared and will be a hybrid of the literature used during 
Elec tion '87 and London North's byelection '88. As 
always, the literature will solicit a response from residents, 
with the expectation that a future membership base can 
be built in the area from those responses. 

Freedom Party members and supporters are encour­
aged to offer their support; anyone wishing to do so now 
may contact Barry at (416) 735-3538 or contact Freedom 
Party 's offices in London at (519 ) 433-8612. 

FREEDOM FLYER 
Volume 2, Number 6, is published by the Freedom 
Party of Ontario, a fully-registered Ontario political party. 
Contributions are tax-creditable. Subscription Rate: 
$25 for six issues. Editor: Robert Metz; Layout & 
Design: Thomas Vree, Marc Emery. 

FREEDOM PARTY OF ONTARIO 
Statement of Principle: Freedom Party is founded on 
the principle that: Every individual, in the peaceful pursuit 
of prersonal fulfillment, has an absolute right to his or her 
own life, liberty, and property. Platform: That the 
purpose of government is to protect individual freedom of 
choice, not to restrict it. Provincial Executive: Ontario 
President: Robert Metz; Vice-president, Ontario: Lloyd 
Walker; Regional Vice-president, Metro Chairman: 
William Frampton; Action Director: Marc Emery; Chief 
Financial Officer: Dean Hodgins. 

FREEDOM PARTY OF ONTARIO 
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